[A case of delayed fat embolism after a vertebral osteosynthesis].
A 37-year-old woman presented an acute respiratory distress syndrome six days after a post-traumatic vertebral osteosynthesis. First, a pulmonary embolism was suspected, and a thrombolysis realised. This diagnosis was secondary excluded, and the diagnosis of probable fatty embolism was established by the bronchoalveolar lavage. So, this case shows a delayed presentation of fatty embolism and permits a discussion about clinical presentation, and diagnosis methods of such pathology.